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FOR RELEASE AFTER NOON, NOVEMBER 16, 1983
USO TO ADD THREE NEW ACADEMIC BUILDINGS
The addition of three new buildings to the USO campus early next year
represents a milestone in the University's continuing commitment to improved
higher education.

With funding for colleges and universities in critically

short supply these days, it is significant that this campus expansion was
possible through the contributions of private donors.
At a combined cost of $10.6 million, the new buildings will conform to
the University's hallmark architecture reflecting a 16th Century Spanish
Renaissance style known as Plateresque.

With their rooftop urns, arched

windows and doorways, and stucco facades, they remain true to the style
adopted in 1952 with the first buildings erected on the Alcala Park site.
The buildings will provide additional office space for faculty and
administration, but their primary function will be to serve students with
instruction, lecture, and research settings.

Olin Hall, the school of business

building, will provide much needed faculty office ·space, conference rooms,
computer and class rooms for the expanding School

of

business.

The

Douglas F. Manchester Executive Conference Center will create a forum for
scholarly thought.

The Helen K. and James S. Copley Library will provide

additional space needed for the present enrollment of 5,000.
The buildings are located at the west end of campus.

Olin Hall and The

Douglas F. Manchester Executive Conference Center are situated next to each
other on the south side of Marian Way, the avenue bisecting campus.

The Helen K.

and James S. Copley Library adjoins Camino Hall (the existing library) on the
north side of the street.
Precast concrete ornamental panels and molding decorate the traditional
stucco exteriors.

Plaster running molds and column have also been used.

Each
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building will have a major distinguishing feature: a pedestrian bridge connects
Marian Way to the business school's main entrance; the conference center will
have its lobby illuminated by a massive pyramid-grid skylight; and the library's
four corner towers will distinguish it from Camino Hall, which·will be connected
to it by a two-level, enclosed walkway.
Tucker, Sadler and Associates are the architects of record and M.H. Golden
Company is the general contractor for the business school and conference center
buildings.

A large patio will divide the structures.

The $2.4 million

conference center's multi-purpose use has been designed to accomodate lectures
and board meetings .

.The two-level, 15,658 square foot building will contain

five seminar rooms, class rooms, a board of trustees conference room, and a
226-seat auditorium to be used primarily as a lecture hall.

Four conference

rooms will be made available in the summer months to business groups.
The interior of the trustee conference room, designed by Georginne
Mills of Cannell and Chaffin, will consist of a heavily distressed parq~et
floor ,beamed ceiling, custom-designed chandeliers, custom-built furniture
by San Diego woodworker Paul Roos, and a Renaissance-inspired fireplace.
Consistent with the interiors of the other buildings, the conference center's
use of oak wood and white plaster walls recalls the 16th Century Spanish
period.
A $500,000 leadership gift was made last December by La Jollans
Douglas and Betsy Manchester.

Manchester, chairman and chief executive

officer of Torrey Enterprises, has been a USO Trustee since 1978.

Betsy

Manchester is a member of the USO Auxiliary and an alumna of the Sacred Heart,
the religious society that founded the San Diego College for Women, now USQ.
The conference center is slated for dedication February 26.
A $4.5 million grant from The Olin Foundation, I-nc., of New York City,
made possible the construction of the three-storied,
business school.

45,497 square foot

The school will contain 20 classrooms, 48 offices,
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six seminar rooms, faculty and student lounges and centers for ~tudent accounting,
word processing, and computer science instruction.

Shelly Haden of Marshall

Brown Interiors designed the interior.
The new

46,120 square foot Copley Library will have 26 rooms.

The Dunphy

Company, general contractor, and Roy Drew of Mosher, Drew, Watson and Ferguson,
architect, have employed wrought iron bars on the windows.

The interior, designed

by John Thiele of Ross, Thiele and Son, La Jolla, will include a quarry tile
entry way and low-loop carpet.
acoustics.

The walls will be soft-surface carpet for quiet

A $1,500,000 grant from the James S. Copley Foundation of La Jolla

led contributions

for the $3.7 million building.

Each of the buildings will contain a 17th Century tapestry as frontispieces
to establish the color scheme used throughout the particular structure.

"What

is unusual about this is the great effort required to find supportive material,"
said Therese Whitcomb, professor of art and interior coordinator for the projects.
"The buildings will not wholly duplicate the period, but will be harmonious and
functional in a manner consonant with the period.

We will avoid, for example,

20th Century industrial products."
''Each building will have a slightly different color scheme keyed to the
tapestry.

The University's holdings in antiques will be distributed throughout

the buildings.

Nothing is sacrificed to function; everything is very usable

and made of desirable materials -- for example, oak instead of plastic chairs."
The conference center and library are scheduled for completion
February 1, 19.84.
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Olin Hall will be completed July 1, 1984.
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